
ROCINHA is the biggest favela (shanty town) in Rio De Janeiro.  Rocinha is the largest favela in 

Brazil. It is located in the southern zone of the city. It is built on a steep hillside overlooking the city, 

just one kilometre from the beach. It is home to between 60,000 to 150,000 people (though this could be 

more). 

 

The rapid growth of Rio de Janeiro's 

population has led to a severe shortage of 

housing. Millions of people have been forced 

to construct their own homes from scrap 

materials such as wood, corrugated iron and 

metals. 

 

Most jobs in Rocinha are in the 

‘informal’ sector. This means they are 

not proper jobs, and do not have a 

regular wage; for example, barbers, 

selling fruit, telling people’s fortunes. 

 

Most houses in Rocinha either have no or 

very basic sewage, running water, and 

electricity. 

 

There are few roads for cars, but 

those that there are are busy and 

congested. This means there is also 

lots of pollution from the cars. 
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Hi, I live in Rocinha, one of the 

biggest shanty towns in Brazil. 

We call shanty towns ‘favelas’.  

This is one of the poorest areas 

of the city of Rio de Janeiro. 

I go to work most days.  I go down to the 

shopping centre at 7am. When someone 

parks their car, I ask them if they want it 

looking after. If they say ‘yes’, I wait for 

them to return, and I earn £3 or £4. 

On weekends, people work on their 

houses to make them nicer. People 

will go round to their neighbours’ 

houses to help them with their DIY.  

Crime is one of the main problems 

in my neighbourhood. There is 

organised crime, such as drug 

selling, violence and even gang 

related killings. 

For fun, I play football, I fly my kite, 

I play out with my brothers.  Kite 

flying is a great thing to do because 

it is always windy and they are cheap 

to make! I have a great time! 

There are few roads in Rocinha. 

There are mainly narrow 

passageways for people to walk 

through. Everything has to be 

carried through these, even the 

rubbish! 

Like my most people, my family live 

in a small house about 12ft x 12ft, 

and there are 7 people in my family. 

The house is made from wood and 

cheap bricks. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwia88SCqO3UAhUHI8AKHWcQDZEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gettyimages.co.uk%2Fdetail%2Fnews-photo%2Fview-of-the-rocinha-shantytown-in-rio-de-janeiro-brazil-on-news-photo%2F135106222&psig=AFQjCNEcQJp7-ivgdavln4UxEg8m8yNibA&ust=1499176274280014

