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7 February 2024
Dear Parent/Carer
Disposable Vape Ban and Under-age Sales

As you may have noted from the news last week, the Government has announced plans to bring forth
legislation to ban disposable vapes, along with measures to prevent vapes of any type bring marketed
at children, and to target under-age sales. It is illegal to sell any vape to anyone under 18 in the UK, but
disposable vapes are, according to the Government, a ‘key driver behind the alarming use in youth
vaping’.

As an Academy, we thoroughly welcome this announcement, and as Governors we are immensely
proud of the contribution of St George’s staff and students to the process that has led to the policy. In
early May 2023, the Academy hosted a round table event with local MP, Dr Caroline Johnson, involving
a number of students. On 28 June 2023, the Principal, Mrs King, gave evidence to the Parliamentary
Health and Social Care Select Committee on vaping, the danger of illegal, unregulated vapes, the impact
of vaping on educational continuity and stability within the school, and our general concern for
children’s health. On 4 September 2023, the Academy staff and students featured in a BBC Panorama
documentary — ‘Teenage Vaping: What’s The Harm?’ (available on iPlayer:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m001pp19/panorama-teenage-vaping-whats-the-harm). The
young people who participated spoke with clarity, with thoughtful insight and purpose.

As an Academy we will continue to strive towards being a safe, inclusive, healthy environment for all.
As always, we highly value your support in efforts to achieve that ambition.

Yours sincerely

Mr G Arnold Mr N Horner
Co-Chair of Governors Co-Chair of Governors
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