Dear Parent/Guardian

| usually write to you in the run up to the summer break, but with Halloween fast approaching, | want
to reach out to you, specifically in light of a recent incident in Sleaford this past week.

Halloween sees an increase in Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB), which the team here will try to manage
through increased patrols to help everyone trying to enjoy Halloween properly to feel safe while out
and about. Among the many costumes and props sold in the shops at this time of year are a number
of - on the face of it - plastic toys representing knives and machetes. While these are not real, they
can look very real, and some of the items available are plastic toys and props which are close replicas
of machetes and zombie knives.

Not wishing to be the party pooper, | understand that many people at this time of year will use such
props and toys as part of an innocently-intentioned fancy dress costume — but | just wanted to warn
you about the risks of those items being used or shown off in public.

Last weekend we had an incident where two children in their early teens purchased a foot-long plastic
machete-style knife, and walked through town with it, not in fancy dress, and some time away from
Halloween. At one point, they made the very ill-advised choice to chase someone. This caused some
serious fear and concern and there was a 999 call to police reporting teenagers armed with a zombie
knife. We have a duty to swiftly and robustly respond to potential threats of this nature, and it sparked
a full-blown firearms deployment to Sleaford for armed officers to locate them.

The boys were located, and it was established the item was a plastic prop — they were given some
stern words of advice, as were the parents.

I, and | am sure you, do not want our children to have to go through the experience of being stopped
and detained by armed officers, so | appeal that you impress upon your children that Halloween props
such as knives and machetes, plastic or not, are fine when worn as part of a costume, trick or treating
or at a party. However, when carried around the street during the day, tucked into waistbands or used
to play pranks on the public — even if you are in fancy dress — these items will be easily misconstrued
as genuine weapons and it is very much not advised.

As always if you have any questions or concerns, please get in touch with the team here and have a
safe Halloween season.

Yours sincerely
S MAMBI-CROFT

Sgt 409 Mumby-Croft
Lincolnshire Police, Neighbourhood Police Team, Sleaford Sector
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