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29 April 2024
Dear Parent/Carer
New Government Guidance on Mobile Phones

You may be aware that the government recently issued further guidance to schools advising them to
ensure mobile phones were banned on school campuses. As parents, it is important you understand
the rationale behind this policy.

Mobile phones not only cause disruption to learning, they also present a safeguarding risk to young
people in our care. Mobile data networks are outside of the control of our Academy and as such we are
unable to restrict access to any inappropriate material via 4 or 5G networks. In addition to this,
photographic and video evidence of students, which may give information about the school that child
attends to a person who may cause them harm, can pose arisk to the safety of our students, particularly
those who are vulnerable. It is also the case that the majority of bullying incidents involve inappropriate
use of mobile phones in some way.

Given the rural nature of our setting, we understand that many of you will want your child to carry a
phone in case of issues on the journey home. Our stance on mobile phones remains that they are ‘never
used, seen or heard’ during the school day. We will be reiterating this with the students this week and
would like to ensure all parents are aware of the key messages so that they can support at home. They
are:

1. Mobile phones must never be used, seen or heard during the school day

2. Wireless headphones (airbuds) in ears will be considered evidence that a mobile phone is being
used

3. Students, without arguing, must hand over their mobile phone (and airbuds, if applicable) if
caught in breach of the rule

4. As a first offence, the items will be available for the student to collect at the end of the day
from the designated pastoral area at the Sleaford campus or reception at the Ruskington
campus

5. If a student has their mobile devices confiscated for a second time in an academic year, then
parents will be required to collect it

6. If a student initially refuses to hand over their phone, the parent will be required to collect it

7. If a student persists in refusing to hand over their phone, a one-day suspension for defiance
will be issued followed by a parent meeting whereby it will be agreed that the student must
hand their phone in at the designated pastoral area at the start of each day for a week.

If you need to contact your child about an urgent and serious matter during the school day, please call
reception who will get a message to your child. Likewise, if your child needs to speak to you urgently,
they should go to the relevant pastoral support area where staff will enable them to call you either on
our school phones or using their own phone under supervision.
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Thank you for your support in our endeavours to safeguard your child and enable them to focus on
their learning whilst at school. We hope the online safety newsletters we have been sending you each
month are supporting you in your endeavours to monitor your child’s safety and conduct online.
Yours sincerely

L ,&y

Mrs L King
Principal
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