ST GEORGE’S ACADEMY

Westholme

Sleaford Principal: Mrs L King BSc(Hons) NPQH
Lincolnshire Telephone: (01529) 302487

NG34 7PP Email: stga@st-georges-academy.org

The Company is Registered in England and Wales no: 7087804 Limited by guarantee

23 May 2024
Dear Parent/Carer and Student
Year 10 Trial Examinations

We thought we would take this opportunity to provide you with an update and some guidance on how
you can support your child in making the most of their revision time over the coming weeks and
especially May Half Term break.

Friday 21 June 2024 sees the start of the week long Year 10 Trial Examinations which are an important
staging point in your child’s GCSE courses. Outcomes from these exams will be used to identify key
areas for improvement and also in some subjects which tier paper students might need to sit in their
future exams. These trial exams will be sat in the exam hall and will cover a range of content from each
course.

This means that all students should be actively revising in the lead up to the exams and during the May
Half Term break. We have included a blank Revision Planner to help with this. In addition, many of the
option subjects have coursework well underway and students will need to continue to make progress
on tasks set by teachers. For those subjects without coursework, it can be a good idea to review the
year’s learning by making resources like mind maps, revision posters and key point cards.

In the lead up to the exams all students had the opportunity to take partin the very well received MADE
Training workshops provided by an external company. Students were shown the best way to revise for
their examinations and feedback was, as always, overwhelmingly positive:
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MADE Training covered a variety of topics including ‘Goal Setting’, Mind Maps, study time, how the
mind remembers information (FLORA) and much more. Many parents also took the opportunity to
attend the parent session in the evening which received 100% positive feedback.
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Key points to remember were:

20 Mins 20 mins 20 MinNs

Split revision into 20 minute sessions to retain focus and benefit from the FLORA memory process. The
mind remembers certain information more easily. Things we see or read FIRST, LAST, that are
OUTSTANDING, REPEATED and that we ASSOCIATE with other words are remembered more easily.

With 3 x 20 minutes there will be 3 firsts, 3 lasts, etc.

Transform information you read into more useful revision resources such as mind maps and flashcards.

Recall: test yourself or ask your parents to test you so you can see whether you have retained the
information. Repeat any you can’t remember as many times as necessary.

Examination timetables will be made available to all students when they return after the half term
break as well as being posted on the Academy website.

The trial exams are an ideal opportunity for students to develop their independent learning skills in
readiness for their GCSEs next year and Sixth Form study in the future, and to embed critical knowledge
in preparation for the summer exams. To ensure students receive the full benefit of these examinations,
teachers will be setting transition work over the summer holidays which will focus on key areas of
improvement from the trial exams.

Following the completion of the trial exams, we will be sending home the grades students have attained
alongside the usual interim grades.

Yours sincerely
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Mr S Stinchcombe
Senior Vice Principal
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May Half-Term Break Revision Planner
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