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Overview

* The power of revision

* An example technique in practice: mind maps

* The process of revision: learn, revise, test yourself
* Condensing notes

* The full power of flashcards

* Flora

* Mind maps — do they work?
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The Power of Revision

(or what happens if we dowt do-ary!)
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An example technique in
practice:

mind maps
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When is a spider diagram a mind map?

When it...

e Uses branches (not just legs)
* Has colour

* Is dual coded (i.e. has images)

Because thew it conunecty the left-hand side of your
brain witihvthe right-hand side of your brain
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The Process of Revision

leaurny, revise, test yourself
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The learning process starts by making notes in class and doing homework,
but sometimes you might have to do some exira research too.

Sefore you start revising a topic, you need to make sure that you understand it.

If there’s anything you're not sure about, you could:

e look back over your notes carefully and read the textbook again.
e do some research, in the library or online. oM!THHVEEEEEREER IV,
{ There's more about
organising and adding to
your notes on pages 18-19.
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e ask your teacher.
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When you’re happy that you understand a topic, you can move on to revise it. :

Revising is the process of going back over what you’ve learnt so
that you're ready to answer questions on it in an exam.

There are many different ways to revise — here are just a few examples:

¢ condensing your notes (see p.20) e flow charts (see p.22)

e mind maps (see p.21) e flash cards (see p.23)

You can also try techniques to help you remember and retrieve more (see p.24-25).
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To make a topic stick, test yourself on it at
increasing intervals after revising it, e.g. after

half an hour, after two hours, after a day, etc.
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Once you're happy that you know a topic, it’s time to test yourself:
* You could start by doing some quick fact recall questions,
and then go on to some practice exam questions.
e |t’'s really important to do some realistic exam practice —
some questions will ask you to apply what you've learnt
in different ways so it’s good to know you can do this. !
!
e Look at the Test Yourself pages in this book (p.28-29) for other ideas. :"
!
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Condensing notes

NV youwr ownw wovds
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Condense Your Notes In Your Own Words

1

(WS R

)
)
)
)

=

Simplify and summarise your notes into key points so they’re easier to revise from.

Condensing
Aim to get each topic onto a single page. Cut out the waffle and pick out what's important. pIZEs=%2E

Try to reorganise the material in some way, e.g. by grouping it differently or linking topics together.

How you present your notes might depend on the subject. For example, you could make:

Labelled A timeline of key A page of key guotes A table of formulas
diaarams dates for History. for English Literature. and rules for Maths.

: __:. 4 1938 I 1945 2 2 2
for Science. =4+ Dec, 1941 Q a +b C

Condensing topics makes your revision interactive — it’s better than just re-reading your notes.
Plus, you're more likely to remember your own words than something someone else
has written*. To test this out, have a go at condensing the notes for one of your topics.




EXAMPLE

Here’s an example of some condensed notes for a Physics topic.

i — e g

Wind turbines don't produce pollution in . o N
order to generate power, and there are Wind Turbines

no fuel costs to run them. However, they Positives Negatives

can be quite noisy for people who live « No pollution | « Noisy

nearby and they don'’t produce electricity in . No fuel costs | + Dependent on wind
very strong winds or when there’s no wind. R

— — — -

Pick out \ Lay it out Minimal

key points neatly words



The full power of flashcards
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Flash Cards Are a Great Revision Tool —

1) Flash cards are small cards with a question i’_";
or prompt on one side, and the answer or :“\:(;L: L;!é; Iptultrff- D ANSWER
information on the other side. = condensed topic g é ~
2) They're a great way to test yourself and = information on = L}_H QU
find gaps in your knowledge. = flash cards for - = ESTION
— you to refer to. = O OR PROMPT
3) Flash cards are useful for learning things like: /Ity Bf\_ |
e important dates in History
* language wj{:abula‘r‘yi | Flash cards aren't so good for learning things like processes and
* key words and definitions ~w~_ more complex information that can't be easily split up — take a
e formulae look at the rest of this chapter for ideas on how to revise these.

4) There are lots of flash cards available online, but it's a good ide
Working through your notes and picking out information is part&f the revision process.

labelled diagrams

P make your own.




Use Them to Test Yourself

Have a go at these methods for using your flash cards effectively:

Flash Cards
Extras

Say your answers out loud — this forces you to answer the questions properly. )

Ask someone
else to test you
— it removes the
temptation to check
the other side yourselt
\_ before answering. )

4 Croup your flash cards ) 4 Make sure you test )
based on how well you know ‘ yourself both ways —
the content. Test yourself e.g. you need to know
more oiten on the groups you vocab translations from
struggle with than those you English to French and

\_ know better. \_ French to English. )




FLORA

How many items on
the last slide can you

rememberin 15
seconds?
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Shoe
Banana
Crow
Spear
Apple
Pear
Doberman Pincher
Toast
Finger
Sock
Orange
Crow
Mouse
Crow
Grape
Circle
Lorry
Ring
Elephant



Let’s see how you did

* A type of footwear?

* A large animal?

* A breed of dog?

* A type of bird?

* Something healthy to eat?
* Anything else?
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What stands out?

repeated associateds
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«— 20 mins —»

<«— 20 mins —»

<+«— 20 minS ——»
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Thank you

o coping, laenin
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