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12 January 2024 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Year 7 Interim Assessments – January 2024 
 
I am writing to you to clarify the procedures for interim grades at the Academy now students are 
receiving their first set of progress grades. 
 
All students are assigned a pathway for each of their subjects. These are initially based on a student’s 
KS2 outcomes, the standard of work they produce in class in that subject and their assessments to date. 
Students can move up pathways if they consistently exceed expected progress and on occasion move 
down if the pathway is too challenging. The table below gives a general guide as to how the Year 7 
pathways link to GCSE grades at the end of Year 11.  
 

Pathway End of KS4 Targets 

Exceptional Grade 7+ / Dist+ 

Higher Grade 5+ / Merit+ 

Intermediate Grade 4+ / L2 Pass+ 

Foundation Working towards Grade 4 / L2 Pass 

 
Progress: Students are assessed throughout the year and then, depending on how they perform, their 
progress in relation to their pathway in each subject is classed as:  
 

 Exceeding expected progress 
 Meeting expected progress 
 Working towards expected progress 
 Underperforming against expected progress 

 

 If a student is consistently ‘exceeding’ expected progress (minimum three assessments), then 
if appropriate, they may move up a pathway. 

 Students identified as ‘working towards’ or ‘underperforming’ will be supported by teachers 
to improve their grades. 

 If a student is ‘consistently underperforming’ (two to three assessments, depending on level 
of progress) then a re-assessment of their pathway may take place. If it is clear after a number 
of assessments and appropriate support that a student is on the wrong pathway then they may 
move down to a lower pathway. 

 
The procedure for effort grades is provided on the interim grade sheet. 
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Please note: it is possible that there may be missing data where it has not been possible to provide a 
current progress grade or effort grade at this time. This will be due to having limited assessment data 
for some students who have been absent for significant periods of time or in a few cases due to staff 
absence. 
 
If you have any queries regarding your child’s progress, please contact their Form Tutor or Student 
Progress Manager. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S D Stinchcombe 
Senior Vice Principal 
 


