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12 January 2024 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Year 9 Interim Assessments – January 2024 
 
I am writing to you to clarify the new procedures for Year 9 interim grades now that students have 
started their three-year GCSE courses and will shortly be receiving their first set of progress grades. 
 
All students are set ‘Minimum Target Grades’ (MTGs) for the end of their GCSE courses which are based 
on the average progress of similar students nationally. They also have an ‘Aspirational Target Grade’ 
(ATG) which is normally one grade higher than their MTG. Depending on progress over the three years, 
the ATG may be moved upwards to provide greater challenge. 
 
During Year 9, grades given for attainment will be ‘current grades’ and are based on the work a student 
has completed over the previous terms. These will be split into three sub sections of the new GCSE 
grades (e.g. 3-, 3, 3+; + is the highest). 
 
As students have only just started their new courses, it is likely that their current grades during Year 9 
will be below or in some cases well below their MTGs. This will vary by subject as some grades can only 
be attained once higher level content has been delivered in Year 10 or Year 11. 
 
At the end of Year 9, ‘current grades’ will be replaced with ‘predicted grades’ as teachers will have 
sufficient evidence to begin to identify what grades individual students may achieve by the end of the 
course. 
 
Effort grades follow the same procedure as in previous years. Further information about these is 
provided on the interim grade sheet. 
 
Please note: it is possible that there may be missing data where it has not been possible to provide a 
current grade or effort grade at this time. This will be due to having limited assessment data for some 
students who have been absent for significant periods of time or in a few cases due to staff absence. 
 
If you have any queries regarding your child’s progress, please contact their Form Tutor or Student 
Progress Manager. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S D Stinchcombe 
Senior Vice Principal 


